You know that, in the limited time allotted for each subject, especially since all branches of science have so prodigiously increased in extent, it is impossible to make you perfectly acquainted with the whole of the details of any of the sciences we teach. We do not, therefore, attempt this, but, laying down the best established general principles, it is our constant object to teach you to use your own reasoning faculties, as well as to apply your powers of observation. We had much rather that you should think independently, than that you should merely adopt our views. And I am sure that my colleagues will confirm me when I say that it is with the greatest pleasure we see a steadily increasing number of students engaged in original observations and researches. Perhaps the best proof that could be given of the fact is the extraordinary increase in the number of those students who understand and practise the use of the microscope, an instrument which, from the wonders it displays, in whatever direction it is applied, and the beautiful examples of design it unfolds in the minutest works of the Creator, would appear likely to make a man think, if he had never thought before. Those 
